
Dignity Day observed in Khulna City, 8-12-2012
People need to change thinking way about Dalits
Campaign launched for their dignity
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Speakers at a press conference in the city on Thursday underscored the need for changing the thinking 
way about the marginalised Dalit people as they are a big part of population that can drive the society 
and economy forward. It is unfortunate that still now a large section of population in Bangladesh who 
are known as Dalits are discriminated in all spheres of social life.
They were speaking at the press conference organised by Parittran, an NGO working for Dalit people, 
Bangladesh Dalit Parishad and Manusher Jonno at the National Press Conference. Arama Datto, 
member of National Human Rights Commission, Monoranjan Ghoshal, a veteran singer of Swadhin 
Bangla Betar Kendra, Badru Mohammad Khalequzzaman, writer, Milon Das, executive director of 
Parittran, Udoy Das, president of Bangladesh Dalit Parishad, and leaders of the Dalit community 
spoke on the occasion. In his speech, Monoranjan Ghoshal urged the Hindu community to be united 
to fight against discrimination and establish their rights in the country.
  
The speakers said the Dalit community is variously deprived and prey of violence. Among them, Dalit 
and tribal women are the worst sufferers.
 
It can be here mentioned that Parittran and Bangladesh Dalit Parishad with the help of Manusher 
Jonno have launched a month long campaign across the country to build awareness with a view 
to ensuring dignity of Dalit people. The month long campaign was formally launched through a 
programme held at the National Press Club on Wednesday marking the World Dignity Day and 
International Human Rights Day.
Prof. Dr. Syed Anwar Hossain, former chairman of the department of history of Dhaka University, 
Milon Das, Udoy Das, Nirmol Chandro Das, Rajkumar Das, Bikash Das, Ashok Das and others spoke 
at the first day programme.
  
In his speech, Dr. Syed Anwar Hossain said it is very much essential to establish their rights if we 
want to establish a democratic state.
  
Dalit community leaders urged to implement the government's decision that directs to fulfil 80 per 
cent quota for Dalits in some jobs like cleaner, sweeper, etc. After getting job, Dalit people eventually 
face difficulties at their workplace due to their Dalit identity, they alleged. The leaders urged the 
government to introduce specific quotas in education for their children and ensure their job security 
to end discrimination. They demanded more budgetary allocation for the development of the Dalit 
community members. The allocation should not come out of pity or sympathy but to ensure the 
rights of the discriminated community, they opined. They also demanded pragmatic steps to raise a 
movement to build unity and leadership among themselves. They also placed a 10-point demand to 
establish their rights.
The 5th December is the death anniversary of Dr B. R. Ambedkar, the father of the India's 
Constitution who struggled for Dalits, and the day is observed as the World Dignity Day. Their 
month long campaign includes seminar, press conference, rally, procession, human chain, gathering, 
VDO show, drama show, folk song, scholarship distribution, postering and leaflet distribution, 
memorandum submission, etc.
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